This proposed ordinance is to Repeal & Replace Chapter 106, Licensed Occupation.  Adopted 4/14/1958.
First Reading: 11/10/2025		Second Reading:			Adopted:
Ordinance: 				Effective:

§_______________ - Short Title.
This Part shall be known as the "Skill Games Tax Ordinance."
§ ______________ - Declaration of Findings and Statement of Policy Objectives.
The Sunbury City Council has found it necessary, for general revenue purposes, to impose and collect an amusement tax under the terms specified in this Part, as authorized by law. 
§______________ - Definitions.
AMUSEMENT DEVICE
This term shall include "skill games" consisting of any electronic, computerized, mechanical contrivance, terminal, machine or other device to play or activate a game the outcome of which is determined by any element of skill of the player and which may deliver or entitle the person playing or operating the device to receive cash, cash equivalents or gift cards or vouchers, billets, tickets, tokens or electronic credits to be exchanged for cash or anything of value, whether the payoff is made automatically from the device or manually.
ORGANIZATION
Any corporation, unincorporated association, foundation or institution.
OWNER
A person having ownership of an amusement device.
PERSON
Any individual, corporation, association, organization, or partnership.
§________________ - Imposition of Tax on Amusement Devices.
		
1. The owner of each and every amusement device located in the City of Sunbury shall 
be required to notify the City Code Office of the location of the same and to obtain a license therefore.  No license shall be issued until a fee as set by City Council by resolution shall have been paid to the City of Sunbury.

2. No organization, owner, person, limited liability company, trust or other business 
entity of any nature whatsoever shall at any time have in its possession any amusement device without first having procured a license and paid a license fee therefor as set forth herein.

3.  Any owner of an amusement device desiring to procure a license as required herein 
shall apply therefor in writing to the City Code Department. Said application shall require information, including, but not limited to, a list of the type and number of amusement devices owned as well as the vendor and place where each amusement device is or will be located.

4.  No license shall be issued for any amusement device which is intended to be used for 
gambling purposes.

5. The license fee for each year shall be due and earned by the City on or before March 
31 of said year, with notice thereof to be mailed to each owner on or about January 1 of each calendar year.    

6.  Upon the payment of the license fee provided by this Part, and upon a determination 
that the application fully complies with this Part, the City Code Office may issue a sticker or other affixable emblem setting forth the number of the license for each amusement device so licensed, and said sticker or other affixable emblem shall be attached and fastened to the respective amusement device so that the same may be clearly observable and readable.   Stickers or other affixable emblems issued for a particular amusement device are not transferable. All stickers or other affixable emblems issued by the City of Sunbury shall provide that said amusement device is solely for amusement purposes and use in accordance herewith.

7. The City of Sunbury may, during regular business hours, conduct inspections of any 
location where any amusement device licensed hereunder is located, installed, placed or used to ensure compliance herewith. 

8. The City of Sunbury hereby retains the right and ability to revoke any and all licenses 
issued hereunder to any owner who is convicted of possessing or using an amusement device in violation of the Crimes Code of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania (18 Pa.C.S.A. § 101 et seq.) and/or who falsifies any information on the application for license of amusement device, or fails to comply with any of the requirements of this Ordinance.
§_________________ - Collection and Recording of Tax.
The Code Office of the City of Sunbury is hereby authorized and empowered to collect and receive the taxes pursuant hereto, as well as the fines and penalties imposed hereunder and to deposit the same with the Office of the Treasurer of the City of Sunbury.  It shall also be the duty of both the Code Office and the Treasurer’s Office to keep records showing the amount received hereunder and the date of receipt.


§_________________ - Administration and Enforcement.

1.  The Sunbury City Council may enact, from time to time, rules and regulations necessary 
for the implementation of this Ordinance.

2. The Sunbury Code Office is hereby charged with the administration and enforcement of 
the provisions of this Ordinance and to enforce rules and regulations adopted by the Sunbury City Council relating to any matter pertaining to the administration and enforcement hereof.

§__________________ - Failure to Comply.
Upon failure of the owner of any amusement device to make timely payment of the amounts due under this Part, a penalty fee, as set by City Council per resolution, per machine shall be imposed. 
§__________________ - Means For Recovery.
The City Code Office is hereby authorized to sue for the recovery of licensure fees, penalties and amounts due and unpaid under this Part and to enforce such judgments therein obtained as provided by law for the enforcement of judgments of like amount. Where suit is brought for the recovery of any such tax, the person liable therefore shall, in addition, be liable for the costs of collection and the penalties herein imposed.
§__________________ - Penalties
Any owner of any amusement device as defined hereunder who shall fail, refuse, or neglect to pay over to the City of Sunbury such taxes when required by this Ordinance or any owner who shall knowingly make any incomplete, false or fraudulent return, or who shall attempt to do anything whatever to avoid the full disclosure of the ownership and/or number of machines owned to avoid payment of the whole, or any part of the tax shall, upon conviction thereof, be guilty of a summary offense and shall be sentenced to pay a fine of not more than $1,000 plus costs and/or undergo imprisonment for not more than 30 days. Each violation of any provision of this Part shall constitute a separate offense. Any fine imposed hereunder shall be in addition to any other penalty imposed by any other provision of this Part.

§__________________ - Repeal

Any and all prior Ordinances or Resolutions of the City of Sunbury or parts thereof 
which are in conflict with or are inconsistent with the provisions of this Ordinance are
hereby repealed to the extent of such conflict or inconsistency.

Approved the ______ day of ______________, 2025.


CITY OF SUNBURY:				Attest:


BY:___________________________		____________________________
         Joshua Brosious, Mayor				Jeff Wojciechowski, City Clerk
