CITY COUNCIL
Sunbury PA 17801
August 11, 2025
6:15 p.m.

A regular scheduled meeting of the Council of the City of Sunbury was called to order with the Honorable Mayor Brosious, presiding. There was a quorum with the following in attendance:

John Barnhart III, Director of Public Safety, over phone
James R. Eister, Director of Parks & Recreation 
Nathan Savidge, Director of Finance
James Brumbach, Director of Public Works

Other City Officials in attendance:
Robyn Garinger, Administrative Assistant
Atty. Joel Wiest, Solicitor
Derrick Backer, City Administrator
Jerome Alex, Controller
Steve Welker, DPW Supervisor
Travis Bremigen, Police Chief
Cheryl Delsite, Code Supervisor

Visitors Present: 42

Agenda Additions
Mayor Brosious made a motion to add the following to the agenda: add the 2025 CDBG First Hearing, the Resignation of City Administrator, Derrick Backer, and Unnamed alley to Jim Brumbach. Councilman Savidge seconded the motion; all were in favor.

PUBLIC COMMENT ON AGENDA ITEMS
Jim Brumbach stated his reason as to why he would make a good councilman.

Sandra Heim with Save our Susquehanna didn’t know Mr. Backer was leaving. They need someone to work with the group & Penn State for the Climate Action Program. The 1st semester they are collecting emissions data. In December they will provide their data and will present recommendations in the spring.

Bill Brown, a registered republican said that council needs to do something for the party and stop making a show out of the city council. He wants to move Sunbury forward.

Victoria Rosancrans stated when council had their 2-2 vote, they had to petition the court, which cost $132.50. This city isn’t about party lines. It’s about those who have the experience and who have been doing the work for many years. All the candidates sitting up front, with the exception of Mr. Brumbach, are on the ballet in November. She said let the citizens pick. She said to put Mr. Brumbach up there and have the citizens vote for who they want for the next 2 years.

Mayor Brosious recessed the meeting for the 2025 CDBG First Hearing

2025 CDBG First Hearing
Jamie Shrawder from SEDA-COG went over the 2025 CDBG Program. The 2025 Allocation is $308,916.00. She went over eligible and ineligible activities. Fundability must meet 1 of 3 national objectives for the CDBG program: Principal benefit of the project to low to moderate income persons, elimination of slum or blight, or response to urgent need. There is no set match requirement. She went over the Fair Housing Notice, Anti-displacement Plan, and Section 504. Jamie asked if anyone had questions regarding accessibility of city facilities. Kurt Karlovich, representing the SWEEP Project, didn’t have the funding for North 6th street and 9th Street road crossing. They have engineered blueprints for the street plan to make that crossing accessible. Jamie said that she will make note of it.
Jamie went on and discussed the Section 3 Preference Statement. If anyone feels they meet that definition, reach out to Jamie.
Projects that are underway are the Susquehanna Avenue Phase 2 project, which will be starting probably next year. 
She opened the floor to anyone who had any projects they would like to propose for funding.
Jody Ocker from SRI had three possible projects she discussed. They were Stroh Alley Improvement Project, an ADA system for kayaks at the city docks, and shade for the amphitheater.
Councilman Savidge would like to look at basketball courts to expand recreation within the city.
Mayor Brosious wanted to add pickleball courts.
Mr. Backer asked if emergency work needed done, can I be reimbursed for work that was done. Jamie explained that it has to be going forward.
Councilman Eister would like to see it go towards the fire department. Chief Ferrari stated they are in need of hoses.
Jamie explained that any project that is a citywide benefit, it will automatically qualify.
With no questions or concerns about the CDBG Program, Jamie adjourned the hearing.

Mayor Brosious reconvened the council meeting.

Council Nominations/Vote on Empty Seat
Councilman Eister made a motion to nominate Andrew Ramos for the open position. There was no second therefore the motion dies. Mayor Brosious asked if the nominees would exclude themselves from tonight’s vote being they are on the ballot for November and have Mr. Brumbach be the only candidate and let the people vote in November. They all agreed to be removed from tonight’s nominations. Mayor Brosious made a motion to nominate Jim Brumbach to the open council seat. Councilman Eister seconded the motion; Mayor Brosious, Councilman Savidge and Councilman Eister were in favor. Councilman Barnhart was opposed. The motion passed.

Mayor Brosious swore in James Brumbach as the new Council Member.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES AND REPORTS: Minutes of July 14th & 28rd of 2025 and Reports of the Fire Dept., Police Dept., Treasurer, Controller, Code Office, Health Dept., Parks and Rec., and Planning Commission.
Mayor Brosious made a motion to approve the above minutes and reports. Councilman Eister seconded the motion; all were in favor.

OLD BUSINESS
N/A

NEW BUSINESS

Unnamed alley to James Brumbach
Attorney Wiest wanted everyone to know that in prior meetings we have discussed returning an alley back to Mr. Brumbach and his property. The alley is about 30’ by 30’. We cannot do that without a legal description. He’s asking council for a motion to allow him to have MeckTech give a legal description for that area so they can transfer it to Mr. Brumbach. Mayor Brosious made that into a form of a motion. Councilman Eister seconded the motion; all were in favor with the exception of Mr. Brumbach who abstained due to it being transferred to him. 

Resignation of City Administrator, Derrick Backer
Mr. Backer read his resignation letter and will leave his position on August 25th, 2025. Councilman Eister stated what a good job he did. Mayor Brosious made a motion to accept the resignation of Derrick Backer with his resignation date being August 25th, 2025. Councilman Eister seconded the motion; all were in favor.

Amend Shade Tree Ordinance 1st Reading
Steve had spoken with Joe Bartello about the Shade Tree Ordinance with there being additional changes he would like to make. Mayor Brosious made a motion to table the first reading of the amended Shade Tree Ordinance until next meeting. Councilman Barnhart seconded the motion; all were in favor.

John Bakowicz Conflict Engineer Employment Agreement
Attorney Wiest gave a background on Mr. Bakowicz previous employment with the city. We are looking to hire him as a conflict engineer that MeckTech cannot handle due to an ethical conflict. Mayor Brosious made a motion to accept the Agreement of employment for the Conflict Engineer. Councilman Barnhart seconded the motion; all were in favor.

U-Comp Dividend Check
Mayor Brosious explained we received funds from U-Comp who handles our unemployment compensation. Mayor Brosious would like to see it go towards community service for the purchase of materials. Councilman Eister said it should go back into the unemployment compensation line item should we have a shortfall. Controller Alex said it should go back into the unemployment comp line items. Councilman Barnhart made a motion to put the dividend check back into the unemployment comp line item. Councilman Savidge seconded the motion; Mayor Brosious and Councilman Barnhart were against, Councilman Brumbach, Councilman Eister and Councilman Savidge were in favor. Motion passed.
 
Accept Resignation of Alexis Mendler effective August 26th, 2025
Councilman Eister made a motion to accept the resignation of Alexis Mendler effective August 26th, 2025. Mayor Brosious seconded the motion; all were in favor.

Permission to advertise Open Janitor Position
Councilman Eister made a motion to advertise for a new janitor with the same hours and same rate. Mayor Brosious seconded the motion; all were in favor.

Approval of Abstract/Vouchers of GF $113,619.39, LF $4,867.25, Private Grants $0.00, and Payroll $86,321.03
Councilman Savidge made the motion to approve the above abstracts and vouchers listed above. Mayor Brosious seconded the motion; all were in favor. 

DISCUSSION

Right-to-Know Statement
Mr. Backer stated recently he was out of the office for an unexpected amount of time. Right-to-knows came in during that time and some individuals submitted them expressed their concerns not having a backup individual to answer the right-to-knows. We need to consider having a designated Right-to-Know Officers as well as a backup officer.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
-Music in the Park Tuesday, August 12th from 7pm-8:30pm, Open Mic Night
-River Festival, Friday, August 15th & Saturday, August 16th in Merle Phillips Park
-Last day for Pool is Saturday, August 16th
-Music in the Park Tuesday, August 19th from 7pm-8:30pm, Trainwreck Survivors

Next City Council Meeting will be held at City Hall on July 28th at 6:15p.m.

PUBLIC COMMENT
Rick Shemory from the Sunbury Fire Department asked if the funds that were allocated to the Sunbury Fire Department to consolidate with the Rescues Hose Company could be reallocated the money towards the consolidation expense for the entire Sunbury Fire Department. 

Bill Brown stated that walking the streets of Sunbury is getting treacherous with scooters and bikes. The downtown business district used to have restrictions on what could be used. Bikes and scooters are driving on the sidewalks and going over 23 miles an hour. Driving and parking on the sidewalk was a violation. 

Sandra Heim added onto Mr. Brown’s comment. She doesn’t have a problem with the handicap scooters. On Saturday were going down Market St, they stopped at 5th & Market and a motorbike crossed in front of them and turned the corner and they crossed in front and beat them to 3rd Street. Trucks that are parked on sidewalks are breaking them down and costing the city money.

Victoria Rosancrans asked who paid for the $678.16 that went to repair 600 Susquehanna Avenue, Bethal Shambach. Councilman Eister said she was reimbursed for her railing for porch. Mrs. Rosancrans asked where the funds came from to pay for that. Councilman Eister stated it came out of the project funds. She reached out to Mr. Sulouff because she’s trying to understand how that happened. She asked if a contractor talked to a citizen and agreed to put sidewalks in and if that was normal practice. Mr. Welker said it happens all the time. In this case the citizen asked council to repair what was not done properly by the contractor. Councilman Eister stated that was between the contractor and the home owner. She wanted to make sure the city was not paying for those repairs.

Trevor Marshall asked if council is aware of the details such as parking information and ADA accessibility. Mayor Brosious said that parking takes place around the park on Market Street and there are different handicap accessible ramps coming into the park. Mr. Marshall then asked if there were plans for measuring attendance at the festivals in the city. Mayor Brosious stated that it is up to the organizer of the event. Mr. Marshall then asked how we know the community is benefiting from these events. Mr. Brosious stated that it comes from public input. Mr. Marshall asked if we can be more proactive. Mr. Marshall also asked if council planned on attending River Fest or Music in the Park. Mayor Brosious explained that they try to get out and support the events as they can pending their own schedules.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:06 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,


Robyn Garinger
Administrative Assistant
