CITY COUNCIL
Sunbury PA 17801
June 9, 2025
6:15 p.m.

There was an Executive Meeting held prior to tonight’s meeting to discuss possible litigation.

A regular scheduled meeting of the Council of the City of Sunbury was called to order with the Honorable Mayor Brosious, presiding. There was a quorum with the following in attendance:

John Barnhart III, Director of Public Safety
James R. Eister, Director of Parks & Recreation 
Lisa Martina, Director of Public Works
Nathan Savidge, Director of Finance

Other City Officials in attendance:
Robyn Garinger, Administrative Assistant
Atty. Joel Wiest, Solicitor
Derrick Backer, City Administrator
Jerome Alex, Controller
Steve Welker, DPW Supervisor
Travis Bremigen, Police Chief
Cheryl Delsite, Code Supervisor

Visitors Present: 19

PUBLIC COMMENT ON AGENDA ITEMS
Allen Bubb made a comment regarding the bids on Packer Street. He believes that residents should be able to view the bids before council votes on them. If we don’t know what is in the contract that’s not being transparent. Attorney Wiest stated we do not vote on a contract until we have accepted a bid. We have specs but we do not have a contract. Mr. Welker said that he can come down to the DPW building and view the specs. Mr. Bubb said that any salvageable material should not be given to the contractor. Mr. Welker explained that there was no salvageable material in the Susquehanna Avenue Project. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES AND REPORTS: Minutes of May 12th & 26th of 2025 and Reports of the Fire Dept., Police Dept., Treasurer, Controller, Code Office, Health Dept., Parks and Rec., and Planning Commission.
Mayor Brosious made a motion to approve the above minutes and reports. Councilwoman Martina seconded the motion; all were in favor.

Building Safety Month Proclamation
Mayor Brosious read the Building Safety Month Proclamation.

EMS Week Proclamation
Mayor Brosious read the EMS Week Proclamation.

OLD BUSINESS

Amend Property Maintenance Ordinance 130-1 Adoption of Standards – 2nd Reading – International Property Maintenance Code 2021 Edition Followed
Councilman Barnhart made a motion to approve the 2nd reading of the amended Property Maintenance Ordinance 130-1 Adoption of Standards International Property Maintenance Code 2021 Edition. Mayor Brosious seconded the motion; all were in favor.

NEW BUSINESS

Hiring of Mark Culp (Summer Only) PT Code Enforcement effective 6/10/25
Councilman Barnhart made a motion to hire Mark Culp part-time for summer help at $15.00 an hour. Mayor Brosious seconded the motion; all were in favor.

Hiring of Tommy Treon (Summer Only) PT Parks & Rec $15/Hr effective 6/10/25
Councilman Eister made a motion to hire Tommy Treon part-time for summer help at $15.00 an hour. Mayor Brosious seconded the motion; all were in favor.

Accept the Resignation of Brooklyn Thomas (P&R) effective 6/2/25
Councilman Eister made a motion to accept the resignation of Brooklyn Thomas from Parks and Recreation effective 6/2/2025. Mayor Brosious seconded the motion; all were in favor. 

ARLE Grant for 3rd Street Traffic Signal & Intersection
Mr. Welker explained that we would like to apply for the grant to go towards the 3rd Street Traffic Signal, battery backups and generators, and additional pedestrian crossing and handicap curbs. It is the last of our older traffic signals. Recently the red lights didn’t work when the train was coming through town. The wires are worn out. Councilwoman Martina made a motion to apply for the ARLE for the 3rd Street Traffic Signal. Mayor Brosious seconded the motion; all were in favor.

Permission to Advertise for Bids on Packer Street Roadway Utility & Roadway Reconstruction Project
Councilwoman Martina made a motion to advertise for bids for the Packer Street Roadway Utility & Roadway Reconstruction Project. Mayor Brosious seconded the motion; all were in favor.

Accept the Resignation of Treasurer Kevin Troup effective 6/30/2025
Councilman Savidge read the letter of resignation from Kevin Troup. Councilman Savidge made a motion to accept the resignation of Treasurer Kevin Troup effective June 30th, 2025. Councilman Eister seconded the motion; all were in favor.

Approval to Transfer $180,000 from Commercial Loan to Private Grants
Councilman Savidge stated the transfer amount is amended to $123,167.78. Councilman Savidge made a motion for approval to move $123,167.78 from the Commercial Loan account to the Private Grants Account to cover the the City Hall Renovations. Councilman Eister seconded the motion; all were in favor.

Approval of Abstract/Vouchers of GF $86,484.02, LF $0.00, Private Grants $123,167.78, and Payroll $75,961.46
Councilman Savidge made the motion to approve the above abstracts and vouchers reflect the changed in private grants as approved the last motion. Mayor Brosious seconded the motion; all were in favor. 

DISCUSSION

Multimodal Grant
Mr. Backer wanted to make council aware the DCED’s Multimodal Grant is coming up. It is a streetscape grant. He would like everyone to start thinking about projects we can apply for. It is due mid-August. Mayor Brosious mentioned putting it toward Market Street. Mr. Welker said that Arch Street near the railroad tracks is high on the priority list. PennDOT has been holding up the construction to be done to finish Market Street because of the stonework along the streets. Mr. Backer said the most we’ve ever received was one million dollars, he does not expect that much to be rewarded. He thinks it would be significantly less, the most being half a million dollars. 

NEIC Training for Code Office
Councilman Barnhart has been talking to Jackie Hart from NEIC, and she will be training the code officer out in the field. He is working on getting a contract together and figuring out the funding for it.

Plan/Policy for Emergency Demolition
Councilman Eister and Attorney Joel Wiest plans and policies for emergency demolitions in case of fires. The city has the right to hold 25% or post a bond. We need to have a policy of what we can hold fees for in case of other natural disasters. He believes we need a list of Contractors who can help in emergency situations. Mr. Alex said it should be part of the Emergency Management Plan. We need to get someone in the EMA position. Mayor Brosious and Chief Bremigen will meet with the Fire Chief and take the lead for now.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

- Degenstein Library hosting a Talent Show in Central Park on June 13th from 5pm to 7pm
- Chris Reis State Farm hosting Market Street Mixer in Cameron Park on June 21st starting at 5pm

Next City Council Meeting will be held at City Hall on June 23rd at 6:15p.m.

PUBLIC COMMENT

Victoria Rosancrans asked why Music in the Park was cancelled. Mayor Brosious explained that it was a lack of funding. She’s received phone calls, and a business owner wants to help fund Music in the Park as well as Stay Sunbury Informed. The city will help as well and the insurance will cover the event if we are paying the performers. She is hoping to have 2 performers a month. Since 10/25/2021 she has asked 11 times what is happening with the RC Track project. The money still sits there and nothing is being done. She asked what the kinks in the project are. Councilman Eister said that there is a lack of interest in the project and only 2 people have come forward to help. She is baffled and concerned that there is no city treasurer as of tonight.

Ann Marshall stated there was a tree that came down on 8th Street after the storm and a contractor came to get it off of a car and the tree is still there and there are still branches in the neighbor’s yard. She used to trim over the guard rail but can’t anymore because it is so overgrown. Mr. Welker told her to call down the DPW to schedule a time to go up and check it out. The property next to her still doesn’t have garbage cans, they scream profane words when she goes outside of her house. She asked to speak with the chief after the meeting.

Randi Buehner asked why there haven’t been any Work Sessions. Mayor Brosious explained that if there are not any topics to discuss, we will not hold a work session. 

Jim Brumbach has had an issue with an alley for some time that is about 95% resolved and has thanked everyone for being patient with him. 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 6:45 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,


Robyn Garinger
Administrative Assistant
